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mound against the Latin America team
and pitched a three-inning no-hitter.
Laurel scored in the first inning when
first-baseman Bree Venables was hit by
a pitch with the bases loaded. Logan’s
sister, 1l4-year-old Regan Green, took
over the mound in the fourth inning
and gave up four hits—but no runs—
over the last four innings to secure the
final win and the championship.

Regan Green recalled her nervous-
ness during that final game but said
that her fellow players’ teamwork gave
her the confidence she needed on the
mound. ‘“It’s always good knowing they
have my back,” she said.

Alyssa Givens set the stage for the
“safety run’” with a well-hit double in
the sixth inning and then stole home
from third base. Regan Green and the
fielders took care of five batters in the
seventh inning.

Finally, after years of coming close,
the Laurel Senior League Softball
team claimed the World Championship
title.

Team Manager Brad Lee credited the
victory to players’ hard work and ex-
pressed the pride of his hometown.
“There’s nothing like playing for your
hometown. This is something that
these young ladies will remember for-
ever, and to bring the trophy home to
Laurel for the first time is an unbeliev-
able feeling.”

The State of Delaware—and espe-
cially the town of Laurel—share Man-
ager Lee’s sentiment.

Today, we congratulate the Laurel
Senior League Softball team, manager
Lee, and coaches Collins and Green.
Through their commitment to excel-
lence, perseverance, hard work and
team work, they made their dreams
come true and accomplished something
that no other Delaware team, male or
female, has ever done. In doing so, they
have not only made the town of Laurel
and its citizens proud; they have made
all Delawareans proud.e

————

TRIBUTE TO SECOND LIEUTENANT
VICKI ALTHAGE

e Mr. JOHANNS. Mr. President, today
I wish to acknowledge an important
life milestone for a very patriotic
young woman. On September 10, Officer
Candidate Vicki Althage in the Ne-
braska Army National Guard will be-
come 2LT Vicki Althage.

The Army commissions around 7,500
new officers every year, each and every
one is a volunteer. Like most of her fel-
low lieutenants, Vicki did not have to
follow this path. She has a college de-
gree and a burgeoning career in public
service. From the time she entered
high school, the Nation has been at war
in our struggle to defeat terrorism.

Vicki enrolled in the Army National
Guard Officer Candidate School know-
ing that she will likely be called upon
to serve overseas, perhaps in Iraq or
Afghanistan. She also knows that upon
becoming an officer, the welfare and
lives of soldiers will become her direct
responsibility.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The Nation pays frequent tribute to
those who served in World War II—we
call them the ‘‘greatest generation.”
On September 10, Officer Candidate
Vicki Althage will take the oath of of-
fice and become an Army officer in
what many today describe as the ‘‘next
greatest generation.”

Proud parents, other family mem-
bers, and a fiance will be on hand to
witness her commissioning. Another
group will also be thinking of her on
that day. Vicki happens to be a mem-
ber of my staff in Nebraska. I can as-
sure you that the entire JOHANNS office
will be cheering loudly and filled with
a sense of pride as Vicki accepts this
new responsibility.

We hold our heads high when we talk
about the strong tradition of military
service in our great State. Today I am
proud to salute this outstanding mem-
ber of my staff and dedicated public
servant. May God bless 2LT Vicki
Althage and her family as she pursues
a military career in the Nebraska
Army National Guard.e

——————

DELMONT, SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, today I pay tribute to the
125th anniversary of the founding of
the community of Delmont, SD. I am
proud to honor the people of Delmont
and extend my congratulations to
them on this memorable occasion.

Delmont was a railroad town along
the Milwaukee Road even before South
Dakota achieved statehood. An inves-
tor named Thomas Ball built the town
at the top of a hill overlooking the
East Choteau Creek Valley. Its railroad
depot served the people of Douglas
County.

Many of the people who originally
settled Delmont were Germans from
Russia. Today they still celebrate their
heritage with the annual Old-time Har-
vest Festival. The residents use the
celebration to honor their heritage
with kuchen, a sweet German pastry
with a custard topping, South Dakota’s
official dessert. This year’s festival
will be special in honor of the 125th an-
niversary. The 2-day festivities will in-
clude tractor pulls, demonstrations of
frontier-era  harvesting equipment,
fireworks, and plenty of kuchen.

A hundred twenty-five years after its
founding, Delmont continues to cele-
brate its rich heritage through the Old-
time Harvest Festival. Though the rail-
road is gone, the community remains
an important historical and cultural
asset to South Dakota. I am proud to
honor the achievements of Delmont on
this memorable occasion.e

———

REMEMBERING MICHAEL
GARAFANO

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I wish
to pay tribute to an authentic hero,
Michael Garafano, who died tragically
in Rutland, VT on August 28, 2011, dur-
ing Tropical Storm Irene.

Michael Garafano was the water
treatment and resource manager in the
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Rutland City Department of Public
Works, a position he held since 1981. He
was known by his coworkers as some-
one who always went above and beyond
the call of duty, and his work ethic was
second to none. He took his respon-
sibilities of protecting the Rutland
water supply very seriously. He was a
model of a dedicated public servant.

So it was not unusual that the night
of August 28, as the heavy rains from
Tropical Storm Irene started assault-
ing Rutland, Mr. Garafano, went to
check on the city reservoir one more
time, looking out for his fellow citizens
as he had done so often, and so well,
and with such dedication, over three
decades. Tragically, his life was taken
by the raging storm. Compounding his
tragedy is another: Michael Garafano
took his son Michael Jr. to check the
city reservoir when he went out that
night. Michael Garafano Jr. never re-
turned from that journey and is still
missing.

Alan Shelvey, Rutland Commissioner
of Public Works, said of Michael
Garafano, ‘“He was doing what he al-
ways did—trying to make sure every-
thing was right and the water supply
was protected. We’re going to miss him
tremendously. He can’t be replaced.
People say that about people—in this
case that’s true.”

Michael Garafano represented what
is best about Vermont and about Amer-
ica: he worked hard and with great
dedication, he loved his work, he cared
about those who lived in the commu-
nity where he lived. When there was a
job to be done, a responsibility to be
met, he responded with generosity and
directness. He was the epitome of pub-
lic service, and lost his life doing the
job he cared so deeply about.

Michael Garafano was devoted to his
family, and he was a friend to many
who knew they could count on him
when they were most in need.

It is people like Michael Garafano
who make our communities and our en-
tire Nation work and prosper, who
make our cities and towns into com-
munities and not just random groups of
people. The State of Vermont grieves
the loss of one of its unsung heroes.

He will be sorely missed by his fam-
ily, by the city of Rutland, and by the
many people whose lives he touched
and enriched.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:45 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the following concurrent resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 74. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President.

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR
The following joint resolution was
read the second time, and placed on the
calendar:
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